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WASHINGTON, March 20 — The 4 
White House sharpened the tenor of its dictations here that wyo bee Ate 
statements on Lithuania today, saying cerned with,” he sai d r about. the 
an increase in the Kremlin’s political | news reports on bagy iania and 
pressure against the republic’s inde-| military maneuvers in eG at 
pendence movement was “cause for about a possible incre eid 

» concern.” The Bush Administration} nuclear power plants in % 


called on Moscow to open immediate ! Through Diplomatic Contacts 
talks on self-determination with the zwater said the United States 
Lithuanian Government. i sc ttanvegee its position on Lithuania 


“We continue to urge a constructive : “any num 
dialogue,” said Marlin Fitzwater, to the Pe E Union et in recen 
President Bush’s spokesman. ber” of apa ding Mr. Bush’s ow} 

i ; ige ee months, including . i Malt 

Reading a statement, he said: “‘This ing with Mr. Gorbachev in Ma 
would be complicated by an atmos- nee December. 
phere of intimidation and increasing g" with other Administration prí 
tension. In this regard, the activities cements on Lithuania, the it 
and statements of the Soviet Govern- pa statement today dr 
ment over the past few days are cause | between recog izi 
for concern. We are watching the situa-| Government as a sovereign power al 


tion closely.” A i ican policy, whit 
AA n raoi officials said the gomg agajn aa at the Baltic nati 
White House statement was not based never timate part of the Sov) 
| on areal fear that Mr. Gorbachev was Union in the first place despite the f¢ 


peak Le Sorina z ; ; i 1940. 
Bou use Talay force in iaia ibio seat a eres a 
| the Soviet Union was ‘“‘still talking a ee 

about peaceful change, that’s essen- |: 


tial.” 
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‘Very Good About That’ 
“They’ve been very good about that, 
the Soviets have all through Eastern 
Europe,” he said. “That’s what every- 
body wants to se, is a peaceful evolu- 
tion in Lithuania.” 

But the White House statement, 
which was also read to reporters by a 
State Department spokesman, repre- 


ment’s order on Monday that its min 
tries step up protection of vital Sovi 
installations in Lithuania and a sta 
ment from the Moscow Governme 
forbidding any transfer of control of | 
dustries, currency and foreign trade 
the Lithuanian Government. 


sented a marked change in the tone of ` Called Negotiating Tactics 
on Lithuania. interpreted largely as negotiating t 


- Administration officials had previ- i v.“ ? 
ously called the tensions between Mos- See erie tae Seine in Bye tsi 
‘cow and Vilnius an “internal matter,” | ` tions phase,” one official said. 
, and refrained from commenting on the In this context, the officials said 
fogt dispute over Lithuania’s declaration of! Fitzwater sought with his statemen 
‘independence to avoid putting Presi- recognize publicly that Moscow 
dent Mikhail S. Gorbachev in a position stepped up political polemics agai 
from which it would be harder to finda Lithuania. They also said.the Uni 
acesay ing exit, States wanted to be on the record w 
r, Fitzwater and other Administra- a forceful, but not threatening, resta 
tion officials said today’s tougher state- ment of its policy toward Lithuan 
ment was prompted by unannounced which Washington has never rec 
military maneuvers in Lithuania in re- nized as being part of the Soviet Unio 
cent days, as well as other military “It seemed to be a good way of 
movements and the Soviet Govern- minding Gorbachev about the pro 
ises he has made about not us 
force,” one Administration offic 


ee ie said. 
Ry White House < Mr. Fitzwater said the United Sta 


! 4 believed that Moscow’s assurant 
says the tougher that it will not use military force 
PARED d . b d Lithuania LWR tha oparatng polic 
K, ; and feelings of the Soviet Union.” 
Stand 1s based on “We just think there are certain 


troop maneuvers. 


ment’s order on Monday that its minis- 
tries step up protection of vital Soviet 
installations in Lithuania and a state- 
ment from the Moscow Government 
forbidding any transfer of control of in- 
dustries, currency and foreign trade to. 
the Lithuanian Government. 


Called Negotiating Tactics 


The officials said those moves were 
interpreted largely as negotiating tac- | 
tics by Mr. Gorbachev. ‘‘They’re still 
jockeying for position in a prenegotia- 
tions phase,” one official said. 

In this context, the officials said Mr. 
Fitzwater sought with his statement to 
recognize publicly that Moscow had 
stepped up political polemics against 
Lithuania. They also said the United | 
States wanted to be on the record with. 
a forceful, but not threatening, restate- | 
ment of its policy toward Lithuania, 
which Washington has never recog- 
nized as being part of the Soviet Union. 

“It seemed to be a good way of re- 
minding Gorbachev about the prom- 
ises he has made about not using 
force,” one Administration official 
said. : | 

Mr. Fitzwater said the United States 
believed that Moscow’s assurances 
that it will not use military force in 
Lithuania ‘‘are the operating policies 
and feelings of the Soviet Union.” 

“We just think there are certain in- 
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dictations here that we have to be con- |: 
cerned with,” he said, referring to 
news reports on Monday about the}: 
| military maneuvers in Lithuania and | 
about a possible increase in security at 
nuclear power plants in Lithuania. 


Through Diplomatic Contacts 


Mr. FitzWater said the United States 
has conveyed its position on Lithuania 
to the Soviet Union through ‘‘any num- 
ber” of diplomatic contacts in recent 
months, including Mr. Bush’s own 
meeting with Mr. Gorbachev in Malta 
last December. | 

As with other Administration pro- 
nouncements on Lithuania, the White 
House statement today drew a fine line 
between recognizing the Lithuanian | 
Government as a sovereign power and 
going against American policy, which 
never recognized that the Baltic nation 
was a legitimate part of the Soviet 
Union in the first place despite the for- | 
cible annexation of Lithuania in 1940. ` 
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Upheaval in the East: A Baltic Land at an Impasse 


< As a nervous standoff continued between Lithuania and the Kremlin, thousands of people gathered yester- 
_ day in Vilnius, the Lithuanian capital, to show support for the proclamation of independence. 


